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“The B ulgurit.n *ri i.ern derive inspiration from the Soviet Union. The 

ou V l.vru l x ne t:\o tvo not ilor.s ore Being emphasised. a 3 never 

noiore ‘since 3 - v^vu Menander IT 'cncuioip&teiX* the Bulgarians. The chief 

of the Bulgarian vrii.ov:. ia tut t.'ulenlv Urioto Had e v a Vy , Secretary General ox 
the Union or Writer* . lie veu very impress ea By Kcseov, vhich he 

had only recently vd . lie nnokc of the university, the intellectual 


gather iiv 


inhf;r;.Mt hrilUar * '0 of the inaeudo-.axhcle.rc, 


1 , \ l nc'.v InoryMinn Prom Soviet .literature, In 

8 iUt« Cl Vet., iw.lv; •«•».* * 1 M elsvalg'. To'loi-ov rmd other oal- 

iuni wt*u Oi *nb.-o. ni .n'-ya-v., hv- ; »'‘.achod a point much rai'ovcd from tho 
spJi'ic ot noth.ju’j-i iou;..- ioujiiesc . ^ - x/ . 
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Anghol ^Todorov, one of the Bulgarian critics, in his defense suggested: 'The 
ties oi the Bulgarian people, the Bulgarian intellectuals with Russian literat- 
ure date hack to the pre-revolutionary period. The close similarity between 
the two languages, the common humanistic tendencies of the two people, directed 
the attention of the Bulgarian people jin their thirst for knowledge towards*” 
Russian culture and literature represented by the gigantic figures of Pushkin, 
Lermontov , Gogol . Tolstoy , and Gorky . <| — ' 

said: .. ’f n Soviet literature jour people, our intellectuals saw the 
reflection of tnat new spirit coming to the fore in the Soviet Union which our 
people so eageny desired. * This was hot a platitudinous statement. 


7. "Almost all Bulgarian literature |~ | had some Russian influence. Even 

25X1 ^ he _ straigh t news reporting on a factory or a collective farm has taken on the 
Soviet styxe of scenario descriptiveness. A piece on the Lenin Plant in an of- 
ficial magazine begins thus; 'At night when the dim of the last train dies 
o*m and the tail light of the last wagon vanishes in the darkness, quiet set- 
tles on tne little station. The late travelers scatter in the dark village 

Here aad thare -• d °e bsurks sleepily and the windows light up— a sign 
that the owner has come home. 'Most of the travelers take the road coming 
from Isurkva village; they are headed towards the hundreds of lights which 
S amph itlieatr i oaily-bu ilt harbor from a distance. These 

are tne lights of the Lenin Plant— the i first metallurgical plant in our coun- 
“Ciry • 
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In Poetry Vloc.ir.nr Mayo.kovslcy is the great Soviet writer who has inspired a 
fuil half-century of Bulgarian in-iters .; Geo Milev . the Bulgarian poet who 
first took to German expressionism, wasj the first to adopt the 'revolutionary 
poetry. Hristo Smyrnensky , the Bulgarian revolutionary darling, became 

°f Ma ^ akovs ^' s admirers, followed a host of living Bulgarian writers, 
Todorov even suggested.: 'Today one cannot speak of the renaissance of present- 

, JL «^ Sarla S v' V its sp ’* at **- tcc i BBSe8 without pointing out Mayakovsky's 

infiuenoe. We study the spirit of his poetry and follow his example in link- 
ing the artistic work vita the fundamental interests of the people in their 
s-cruggle for socialism. 1 I 

Hristo Smyrnensky, the late Bulgarian revolutionary poet, who died in 1923 

and whose 30th anniversary of his death; was being celebrated I 

in Sof i « / Ahnilf lofn *, nro ~7 A 
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0 T ui u.etiunj was oeing celebrated 

in Sofia / about late October 1953 J, was a colorful personality. He died at 

anQ called him 'with his talent and the nature of his 

militant literary works, Smyrnensky is our Bulgarian Mayakovsky. ' And perhaps 
a glimpse of Smyrnensky 's works may give an idea of the overall Bulgarian lit- 
erature today. His poem Moscow, which is his ideological homage to the Mecca 
of Communism, is a tribute to a -flame, throbbing pulse again] 1 

‘Moscow! .Move owl 

Against your firmly armored gates of stone 
Were dashed the hostile waves of hate, 

And woe and misery for ever gone. 

Where 1 er you c.ast your ruby shade . 1 

1 1 ds hls ^hort story 'The Story of the Stairs * --dedicated to all those 

' ? , say-- b is has nothing to do with me, ' which can compare well inter- 

nationally. It deals with the development and decline of fascism in a 
slightly surrealistic style. It is about ft? young man with unbowed head and 
tightly clenched fists who climbs a staircase, is confronted by a devil and 
IX u? slve at each d ' te P something dear 1 to him. At first his' limbs and at 
last his heart anu. memory. The young man gives it all to eventually find him- 


self or. the top of the world. 
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"'He looked at the feasting princes, then looked down where the ragged grey mot 
raged and cursed. He looked, tut not one muscle twitched in hi/lace- it re- 
rad ^ a ^ t # > eay, pleased. Down below he saw crowds In their holiday 

hoaSe v^ice? heir hymnS ' VWho are you ’” the devi l asked him in his 
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X am a prince by oirth, arid the gods axe my brothers! 
ihe earth and how happ7> r are the people* 1 


Oh^ how beautiful is 


"SS S l 1 ! ° £ li ' t f rat ’ Vire that abounds in Bulgaria today-. Interaation- 

ltdoes not. have mucn influence, for it is at test a second-rate version 
of Russian and Eo.insh literature. But occasionally some new and refreshing 
pieces are Witten. Bulgaria is a country which has hitherto^een lost to the 
world-toth Western and Eastern. World interest in', he* has teen v2y LaSe 

and Bulgaria herself played no role in the modern world as such. 


nevertheless, there is a strz 

mge magic In the air| 




"The parrot-like expressions of the glories of the People's Republic, the in- 

* i l Marxism . practiced. makes reality an enigma itself. Here have inter^ 
gled bourgeois courtesies and fascist scrutiny, Marxist doctrines and Mos- 

Sd ,te »*•««*•*. «~ouA«Md MadddoS” 

P T ty " llne,a worker at the ,ua j° r Plants— all in a way to make 
Bulgaria the greatest enigma for the Western mind. 

2? tlle ri !°X le is neverthe l eas quite in keeping with the spirit of 
X? 18 nC ? the iritrin3io change which Marxism promises tut the 
f tld th ® prc,mise °' f Prosperity people like. And never before have the 
“ Prosperity. This hope keeps Bulgaria where it is today. 

t^nl w h ° Pe f ade 7 ° r ai8 * disappears, there will be the same humdrum exis- 
ence tut. no volcanic eruption. The bulgarians are just not made of that stuff. 

"fX ® UlS f’ la .“° sti 7 ulfmt Ideology haunts the masses as B ueh, or determine any 
”: + f0 £ t ^ em * A ;- d Will be no significant change either for/cT 

gainst, Moscovite Com ini ormism in the coming years." 
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